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Ve gin toi cdng, con trau nhéch nhdch cai mii den
wol nhdy, thé phi ra rit manh, N6 di danh hoi thiy
mui chudng.

Cuwong ngoi chang trén minh trau, ciip do den nhiing
thong dai lIéu déu. Dot nhién Cudng vwon hai tay biu
liy mot canh di chia ngang twdng, nhiic bdng du minh
lén. Tién ¢han Cuwdng thic vao mong trau. Con vat mot
minh ti€n thfing vé phia cdng. Hai tay du canh di,
Cudng ruwon manh nguoi ldy da buong tay viing chéo
minh biing qua birc rao dam but thip 1 te.

oac ! Oi thoi rdi! Quiin di chu chang bi cdy méc,
rich toac mot duwong dai dwoi mong. Cuwong ofin nguwoi
quay nhin phia sau dui. Khong hé gi! Chi swat da ti thoi,
May khong bi cdy dam vao thit ddy. My gdc dam but
bir rio, g6e phat ngang, goc phat chéo, 16 nho nhu miii
chong. Dao diip niim, Ty don Midu — goi thE vi noé
dong & cai midu® diu lang — Dt diin troi (&t ca cdce
bui tre quanh cac xom dén tan gdc. Trong ci trdng
hoéc ra, tro tro nhw cai mit ngudi khong co long ma\\

" fiy. Bao nhiéu rao gidu quanh cde nha, ching bit phat
‘ngang. Nhw thé dé du kich h€t chd ndip. Linh dén di

tufin thi nhin ré duge vio trong sAn trong nha, Hang
rao dam but, truoe Cuwong dirng cao qua ditn, bay gio
chi con dén ngang ron, Trong chan qua. Nén thinh
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thofng di dan vé, Curong Ini nhay biing qua rho nk e
(b, D& thar sire minh ciing ¢o, nhung cét nhit [a dé do
xem cdy no di lon thém dwoc bao nhiéu.

—~ Thing Cieong dau roi, trau vdo ran sao khong dong
then lai ?

— Titng cha bo™®1 Cuong giat minh, v0i nhay qua
miy ludng khoai lang trong vudn trwoc nha, chay vong
chai bén tay mit, ti€n vé phia chudng trau. Khong ngor
ho dii dirng diu chai, chim chdm nhin theo. Nguy tai!
Loi ¢hd quin rach th& ndo bo ciing ming cho mot
tran, Cudng quay miit vé phia bo, vd nhw dinh noi
mo! cai gi. Roi Cworng vira nhin bo vira bwoce cheo chéo
vé phia chudng. ‘

Thiy con di ngang nhu kidu cua bo, ong M 1y lam
la. Mt Ong cang trd lén, khi thiy Cuwong vira dong ran
vira cir quay mil, quay ci nguoi ra phia ong, loc ca
loc coc mili moi tra then ran ding vao 10.

Gifit xong cai chdt, Cudng co clmn dinh phéng ra
phia vurdn sau,

~ Cuong!

BBo goi gial lai, Cwdng ding bit, chan phii vin co

nhu ngudi di the vo, m()l It moi chudi chudi ha din
xudng.
Ong Méhude dén giin Cromg. Ong nhin con sudt tir diu
d&n chin, Cutng dirng ép chiit mong vao then ran tran,
Bt ngtr ong nfm vai Cwong quay phiit mot cdi. Cudng
chiim chiim nhin ho, Cwdrng ¢6 cim gide nhw hai mép
rach & dit quin n6é dang (hira dip, phanh hodc ra,
mich bo.

Qua nhién ciip moi bo rung rung, lAm mily sgi rau
lra thua dwoi cim ciing rang theo, Miit bo vn ndu rdm
bay gitr do 1én, do-tia lén.

™
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Cudng dieng ép ch@l méng vao then frau

— Cai.thiing nay...

Bo noi miy li€ng do bling giong cham rii trim triim,
nhung khong binh thudng. Bo dang ¢d nén gian, Nhung
con gidn da siip bat ra. Bo sip quat to, bo sfip quat to
lén roi diy!
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Nhung mat ho chot dwa ra phia cdng. Nét my
ho thot nhién diin ra. Mém bo hé cwdi, lam miy sgj
rau lai rung rung. Bo cat tiéng :

— Chao ong! Moi dng vao choi udong nuwoc da.

Cuwdng li€e nhin nhanh ra phia cdng. May qua, ong .

Ca dénl
Bo di quén hiin Cwdng voi cai dit quin rach toac
Bo voi di ra don khach.

Ong Ci'lep kep doi giay ha cii, buée vao. Chan di chi

bat, ding vira tdt ta vira khénh khang. Mot tay cép 6

den, tay kia danh xa manh, tung ta 4o lrong. Ong xim
xim di thdng vao, leo 1én ngdi trén tdm phan ké &

gian giira. Ong ngoi hoi ngira nguoi, hai tay chdng

ra sau.

Ong ME rdo bwéc vao theo. Ong bung bo do tra trén
ké dit xudng phan, Ong goi voi ra phia sau vieon, bio
Cudng ndu nwoe. Nhung Cuong di co trong bép roi
va dang chum Iira. Cwong di quen 1¢, thdy ong vao la

dit siéu nwoc lén bép. it lau nay, ong Ca thlromg hay _

di lai. Bo'Cworng di mua goi che tau cdt danh dé& dii
ong — con trong nha thwong chi udng nuwoce voi.
Cuong vira coi rom dun lira, vira t0 mo de y nghe
cau chuyén nha trén.
Giong ong C& oang oang. Tiéng cwdi ha ha. Thinh

thoiing lai chen vao giong clia bo, rim ri, dwa day, gin

nhu tha thi, Mdy bita nay hinh nhw bo dinh nho cay

ong ta viéc gl .do, nén moi khi thdly ong di qua la bo

siin don chao moi. Cwong b ling tai ngbe xem bo nho

viéc gi. Nhung 6ng Ca dang say swa k& mot cau chuyén,
— Nguoita lim quan su, ké ciing da da muru da tri.

Gioil Gioi! Toi chiu la gioil

Ti¢ng bo Cwong:
~ — Vigc chi ddy, thua ong?
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~ Anh nght thé ndy ed 1hi meo khong. Sang nay mity
bac Vict binh doan @ trén don che huyén edi trang lam
nguwoi di 1¢ chia, ciing khiin den do dai, tay bung vang
huong, di xudng thon Leé-xa. Bon iy v¢ Lé-xa gac o diw
lang chiin lai hoi gifly, Cac bac Viét binh doan vo tho
tay vao (ui tim gidy, bat thinh linh ho lén mot tiéng,
rut ticu lién gidt dwoi 4o dai ra, tia luon miy béng.

— Ui cha cha!

— Tui kia khong kip tré tay, thiing v& oc, thiing thing
ru¢l, nim ch@l l&n ra nhuw ra. Anh nghi nhuw thé co

gan khong?

— Da gan that!

Siéu nuwdc con bit diu reo. Cwong coi thém rom cho -

lra chay un un. Réi Cwong xach siéu nwoc soi lén nha
dé nghe chuyén cho ré. Ong M& vira pha tra vira binh
luan thém:

— Vao tan hang hum ma bét cop. Ong moi nuoe.
Tra nay toi gi mua trén pho huyén... BA danh 1a $ai
meo réi, nhung ma lai phai to.gan nita moi dam lam
nhw (hé, phai khong thwa 6ng? - .

Ong Ca gat gat dong, tinh, cwoi ha ha. Roi dng nghiéng
diiu, hoi lim dim mit, khéng bigt dé thudng thirc ngum
tra thom hay vi dang thu vi voi cau chuyén vira ké.

Ong M@ lai hoi:

— The& bén minh rat lui vo sy chit, thuwa ong?

,~— Anh nghi tui Lé-x4a bi mot mé thét kinh hon wvia,

con lam coc chi dwoe minh! Mot hoi sau, tui no co
ném lyu dan; n6é vai phat sing, nhung cac bac Viét
binh doan nha minh di rat vé don tir doi tam ki€p
nao roi. Ha hal

Cudng mon men toi ngéi dan mut chide chong, tre ké
canh phan. Cuong héch miii chiim chim nhin ong Ca.’

\
‘\
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Ong ta ¢ cdi tal hé khi ndo cwdi die chi thi nghiéng

nghiéng diu, gat git, cai miii to va khoim md md lién
hoi.
. Ong M& rot mot tudin nwéc niva, moi khach. Ong cling
nhiip mot ngum tra. Roi ong dit chén xudng, nhin ra
san, dwa tay gii gii sau gay. Ong co vé do du déin do,
mudn noi cai gi ma lai chwa dam. Mot lat, ong cét giong
nho nhé, hoi:

— Da thua éng, ong vira lén trén don vé?

— Phai. |
Ong Mé co y doi xem ong C& c6 noi gi théem khong.
Nhung thy dng Ca nhdp tra xong van ngdi im ling,

" tay cdm chén tra gio ngang trwéc mdm nhuw dé xong 16

miii. Ong danh bao, nhic:

— Da, cdi viéc toi thua voi ong bita truoc...

Ong Ca diit chén xudng khay. Dau ong gat gat :

— Nho chir. Toéi nhé chr, :

Roi ong ta lai im ling, ra vé ngdm nghi. Chic éng
chi ¢dt lam ra thé, d& bit éng ME phai nai ni'thém.
Ong ME ti&p:

— Ong ma noi cho mot tiéng thi chéc trén don thé
nao ciing ung.

Ong CA cuwoi kha khas

— Cai viéc nay... 16i noi that véi anh... Kho ma dé,
dé ma lai kho ddy. M&y bita nay vige quan ban r¢n, toi

chwa c6 dip noi. To6i nox thi chic duwoc, anh cit tin & -

t6i. Ha ha...

Bau on;, lai nghiéng nghiéng, gat gat. Cai miii khodm
lai md mb. « A, nhwr kidu ga in b xit» Cwng vira tim
ra mot hinh anh d& vi ong CA. Cwong lai nghi thém:
«Bo minh cir m¢t thwa 6ng, hai tmra ()ng. ong ta lai
goi bo minh biing anh, Bo minh rau ciing gin dai biing
rau ong ta. Co thua chi thua m¢t d8t ngon tay la ciing ».

Sm
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— Thoi dwrge, ngdy mai 16i sé thwa voi quan don.
Nhat dinh thé ndo ciing dwge. Khong duge thi cho anh
cir noc 1061 ra ma danh ba roi. Con nhw dwgce thi... ha
hi...dwee thi th€ ndo day nay? Ha ha...

Bo Cwdng cudi rung rung bo réu, do loi ngay :

— Da, duge thi nhit dinh vo chdng toi khOng dam
quén on Ong.

Ong Ci xua xua tay:

, — Ui cha, noi chei vay cho vui thoi, chd anh chi voi

161, ¢c6 chi ma on véi hué¢, Toi lam viée quan ciing la
lam. vi¢c cho dan, céi chi lgi cho dan, nhi¢m vu téi
phai lam chu...

Bo Cuong chi cir dwra tay xoa xoa gai gal sau gdy ma
« da da» luon dén bdn nim ti€ng.

— Thoéi toi vé day. '

Bo Cudrng voi ciim cai 6 gh€ch & mép phén, hai tay
dua cho ong.

Ong Ca buoc ra cé_ng, dang diéu cling tal 1a va khénh
khang nhw lic nao. Ong ngoai lai néi véi thém mot cau:

— Dirng lo chi ca. Toi noi mot ti€ng 1a nhit dinh xong.

Bo Cuirng buwdce theo sau, lai eda» mot (i€ng to va
lidp : — Cam on Ong,.

Bo Cwing tidn khach ra dén tdn cbng, rdi moi tro
vio, ‘Ong udng can ngum tra (rong chén ctia ong, roi
sfip cac chén vao khay, bung ciit 1én k& Cudng mon
men dén gin, - -

— Ong Ca bio 1én don xin cho ho vi¢e chi the bo?

Bo Cuwong dang c6 vé nghi ngei, dot nhién nghe
Cudng hoi, ong hoi giat minh, quay lai, ming:

— Bi&t gi ma hoi, Cai moém dirng c6.bép xép!

Chot mét bo nhin chiim’ chfm vao phia dwéi lung
quiin ctia Cudng. Ciip 16ng may bit ddu nhiu lai.

« Chét cha! cai qudn rach quén chwa thay!» Cudng
suc nhé ra, voi vot bi€n xudng bep.
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{t hom sau.
Cuong dang chiin trau ngodi biii Coi. Cudng nfim ap

sip trén lung triu, hai tay bubng thong doc hong con:

val cing tron, Diiu Cwdng ngodnh sang mot hén. Mot
fai ‘lp vio gay Irdu, nghe li€ng n6 gim co roan roat
chuyén vao nhi tai minh. Long trau cing 1ém chém
xal vado ma, nhung Cwong khong d& y. Cwong hoi budn
budn, vi chi doc c6 minh Cwdng voi trau trén bai ving.

Phia xa, vién doc chan trdi, 14 mot ddy nui dai 16
nho riing cwa. Ché xanh bi&c, ché xanh lo; ¢ ché gin

‘nhw mau tim. Cuong dwa mit ddm ddm nhin méi diy -

- nui. Cwong chiing nght ngoi gi, nhung cir lo mo lo mo,

nén Khoang buwdc d€n'gan ma Cuong kllong dé y, khong

nghe ti€ng chan. ;
Khoang dét vao mong Cuwdng moét cai, Cuong moi

nhdm day quay nhin: Cudng reo lén mot tiéng, nhay\

ngay xudng dat.

Hai dira leo 1én ngdi trén mot go dat gin ddy.

Tw dung Cuwong hoi: :

e Khoang nay, anh may bay-gio ¢ trong diy nii
xanh @y phai khong?

Khoz’mg dap :

— Cai 4y bi mat, ai biét dugc. -

—' Anh may chiic leo tréo chuyén tir cay nay qua cdy
kia le lam.

— Ai bao may th&?

— Ong C& néi voi bo tao.

— Noi th€ nao?

— Ong noi Viét-minh bi Tay danh chay 1én nai, bi€n
thanh vwon cd rdi. An thi &n toan trai cay. 0 chui &
ric.trong hang, Quin 4o rach nat hét, ¢ trudng ca mot

10
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Hai dira leo lén ngbi trén ml go gin dily. .

bily v&ri nhau. May long 14 moc dily ngudi, khopg thi
ch@l rét, it lau niva thi quén ci ti€ng ngudi, chi con
. hi€t hi dé goi nhau.
— No6i (h& ma may ciing lin? Bo may cling lm‘? Bo
may khong noi lai gi ca?
— Thi bo lao bi&t diu chuyén trén nii xanh ma
noi lai.
Réi Cuong lai Lidp thém, ¢d bénh cho bo:
— Bo tao nghe ong Ca noi thi eiing cir «da dap w hir
th& thoéi, ehir tao chiic bo tao cling khong tin,

11
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A ang CA ool Tao ARy Ve minh @ tedn ndi ciing
e ol eia nha duad minh, Tre gb afin iy A8 Thin g1
1P ahit e Cuong nght bung.

Khodang led tigp

— o ciing ¢hy lan mh an, dét vii ma mie, An o
ho kéo nhau ra Wp quan s, ui cha dong nhir kiin ¢6
chir 6 phai choi dau,

— Sao may bidt?

— Tao bill,

— May lam th& nao ma Dbidt dwge? Anh may vé ké
chuvén a?

— Khong, tr tao biét. Ma anh lao ¢6 v& k& tao ciing
khong noi. Lo bi mat thi sao!

Cuwdng thily thdng Khoang noi ciing co6 1y, Khéng nén
tO6 mo hoi nhiéu. L& ma 10 chuyén, Tay bigt thi hai
cho Vi¢t minh. Cudng quay sang chuyén khac:

— Bira qua trén ddn lai v& nha may luc soat phai
khong?

— U, bira qua linh don vé dong, ho luc soat tir lrong
budng ra dén ngodi vwon, khong sét chd ndo. Co lio
Jai moi moi dwéi hon da chan cdt, xem c6 gidly ma gi
gifiu duéi dy khong. Lio Tay don biit non bo tao, hoi
anh tao moi vé di diu rdi. Bo taé néi anh tao bdo nha
di dau tir lau, khong hé lai viing chi & diy ca. Lio don
bio bo tao vitt gidly goi anh tao vé. Bo tao. ndi: « Thiing
con (6i la théng tic tir biit hi€u, bo di bidt tim biét tich,
khong mang chi d&n cha me, vo con. Quan bidt no &
din thi nho quan lam on cho binh linh bit no vé tri
toi, cir tri thit niing cho (6i, Chir con toi thi co bidt no
& dau dAu ma bho viét gifly goi vE!» Bo tao cir noi
tirng tirng nhu th€ ma liio d6n phai chin, cha con vice
sting kéo nhaun ra vé. Ui ch@& chal Trdu tao iin mal '

Khoang vat bo chay di dap trau, Cudng cling dong
trau minh ra mot chd khae, Cwdng vui vui trong bung.

12
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thich thit voi cdu chuyén Khodng virak®, Ong Do ho thiing

Khoang, k& ciing gan ma cieng that, Con di Viét minh,

Tay bit ong’lén don miy lin, 6 lin giam mot thang,

mi Ong vin cir lro' lro, khong so hiti chi hil.

Tay ong khong s¢, thi ong CA ong cang chling coi
ra gi. C6 hom Cuong d€n choi nhda Khoang, nghe 6ng
ddi dap voi ong Ca ma swong cai 18 tai. Hom Ay liio
Tdy don vé soal nha dng Bd. Ong Ca ciing di theo. Liio
don vé roi, ong C& viin con xing rang & lai. Ong néi
vii ba cdu chuyén gi vo vin, roi hdng ga:

— Cha, 6ng c6 dan vit béo qua, d& lai cho toi mét
ciip, dwgc khong?

‘Ong D6 noi:

— Vit 16i nudi lam canh, khong ban. Ong mudn l)ﬁl l
lam thit thi ctr biit, chir 1oi khong dé lai.

Mot lat, khong bi€t ma quy chi xui, 6ng Ca lai m')l

— Nude minh bay gio 1a doc lap réi do. Die Bao dai
1ap chanh pha réi. Qudc (&8 ho cong nhin minh rim
rim. Ong doc bao chiic bidt. ‘

Ong D6 nhéch mép cwoi thong thi dap:

’ " — Boc lap a? Poc l1ap dau chfing biél, chi biél moi
hoi niy, 0ng vao nha 16i lai phai kém thém mot dng Tay
don, miii cao nhw hon nii.

Ong Ca cut hieng, 10i mit..
Khodng di dong trau vé, cho dn canh trau nha Cu‘ung

: Hai dira ng6i xudng co6. Cudng nhin Khodng, nhin cai

M (ran g6 bwong binh clia no, ngim nghi: « Bo né cirng

- thit. No6i thlng viio miit 6ng Ci nhw thé, ma 6ng Ca khong

ddm lam gl. Lai phai goi 0ng biing 6ng. Con bo minh,

cir «da, da, thwa 6ng» thi 6ng lai goi bo minh biing anh.»

— Khodng nay, bo lao &y ma, c6 lin dng Ci moi ra
lam hwong kiém, ma bo tao...

Cwdng dinh néi « khong chiulam », nhung Cirong thiy
phai dung mot chir gi cho manh hon kia.

B
i—
»

. 3 e
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— Bo tao Khong thém Tam!

Noi xong Cuong quay nhin Khoang, Nhung Khoing
vim khong to vé gi khae cd. Hai mi mil no vin trip
trdp theo thoi quen, nhw ngudi dau mit, s¢ anh sing.
Cwong nghi thiim: « Khong biét chirng no cho la bo
minh so nén khong dam ra lam.» Mot lal moi nghe
Khoing noi:

— U, chuy¢n d) lau roi... Tao ciing co nghe noi.

Dang dwra nglra nguoi ra sau, tay chdng trén co,
Khodng bong ngoi thiing day: . _

— May noi chuyén bo may, lam tao swe nhé. Nghe
no6i bo may moi xin dwge miéng ruong ngodi Con Tro
phai khong?

Cuong ngac nhién:

— May nghe ai noi?

) — Nghe chui tao mich voi bo tao. y

— Rudng nao ngoai Con Tro?

— Dam rudng ctia anh Mao.

— Anh Mio di Viét minh ay a?

— Co6 th€ bo may moi xin dwge. Anh Mio lén chi€n
khu, chi Miio bi trén don goi lén goi xudng miy lin,
sg bo l1én thi xi buén ban. Rudng lau nay cir bo hoang,.

— Rugng bd hoang lin loc ciing uong!

Cudng doi dap liéu mot cidu nhw vay. Nhung bung
nght chua chiic viée nay dit co that, Bo minh cdly cai
khoiang mily siao cong ditn toin rudng chdn con cit soi
16n nhdn, ciing dii ofii swdon, Ma minh thi niim ngdy ba
tat, lo trong trot quanh quiin trong vudn, chiim con lon
con ga, ciing vira h&l ngay hét budi. Hoi sir¢ ndo ma
cay thém, Nhung Cuong , nhd dao vé sau ndy bo co vé
hay lo nghi. Chiic la vi mua ma‘m;, kém, bo lo trong_
nha khong di éin. Bo et hay ngoi nghf ll{,,O'l mol minh,

' Bo hay git miéing Cuong. U, khong khéo cai chuyén n'1)

c6 that,

14
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- ... khong s n6 biin ché&t a?
Khoing noi cdu gi, Cwong dang ngdm nghi nén chi
nghe doan sau. Cuong hoi lai:
— Ai biin? .
-— Tay chir con ai. Bo may ciing liéu that. Bam rudng

.anh Mido ndm sat bén don, th€ ma dam xin A& cay. L&

né ngira tay né cho mot phat la réi doi.

Cudng chua bi€t néi the nao, Khoang da tiép luon

— A, c6 th& cha ong C& ma.

Cwong ciing chua hiéu hiin, trrong mit nhin Khoang.
Thing Khoang thoc thém mot céu:

— Ong Ca 1a manh thg 1&m|

— Thé, the cai gi!

Cwong nong tai lén, glong dd mudn sung s0. Bong
Cuong ngo ra: thoi dung roi, chic mily hom nay bo
minh chim bap voi ong Ca, chinh 1a dé nho 6ng xin
don cho nhan cai diam ruéng anh Mio dé& cay! Nguoi
Cudng nong ran, Lung nhw ¢ kién ddt. Cudng tring
mit bim moéi nhin Khodng, nhuw siip sita ca khia
Vi no.

Bong Cwong vut dirng day.

— Tao phai vé nfiu com.

R6i khong quay nhin Khoang, Cudng chay thing dén
cho con trau. Cudng nhay phoc lén minh no, thic gét
Vio- 116ng no6 lién hoi. Con trdu ngac nhién, hiit manh
sirng veé sau, lho' phi m¢t tiéng, ra ykhong bing long,
Nhung réi n6 rdo buoc,

111

Cwong dinh héithéng bo ci viéc ndy xem sao. Nhung
vé toi codng, thoang nhin vdo, Cuong di thdly ong Ca
ngdi x&p bling tron ch&m ch¢ giira phan. Bo Cuong thi
ngdi trén chdng canh bén. Cudng cho trau vao ran roi
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di 1en nha, GCueong thay ¢o thém mdt nguwai la mil nira,
con tre, ngoi ding cai giwong con trong goc, cho Curirng
thuong ngl. Ngwoindy ngoi ghé bén mép giwdng, lwng
cong xudng, hai niim tay chdng ma; khuyu tay ti lén
diin g6i. Mit hoi cui, nhung Cwong ciing thily duge
trong vé miil ¢6 cai gi nght ngoi phan van,

Carong nghe bo noi:

— Cha Tam udng nwde di, rdi ¢t nght cho k§. Toéi
khong ¢p budc ai cd. Thudn thi lam khong thuan thi thoi.

Chu Tam véin khéng nging dau, noi nhp nho:

— Oung trd thé ré qua.

— Ré gi nita, Toi chi s d€n mua khong du thoc ma
(ra cong cho chu thoi.

— Ong nghi coi, dam rudng bo lin loc tir hai baniim
nay¥, €O niin ¢o lac nhu 1ung, don muoi mﬁy cong
chua chac da sach,

Ong Ca chém vao mét. ciu:

— Thé moi phai thué anh! \

Bo Cwong voi do 1o ong Ca: o

— Da, chinh thé,

Ong Ca dic ylai noi thém:

— Thoi dirng nhé khi eo ma thit nira. Thei va gilp
lam roi, anh M& ddy moi phai thué anh dén gia dy, chi
khong thi cha con anh M& tw ra lam lily ciing du(rc N

Bo Cudng lai noi:

— Da, chinh (h€... Thwa ong, 10i trd d&n gia ay 1a
cfing nght dén clu'll tinh b con nira. Bita qua toi sang
bén Diing-x4 din gié nha cha em ho, 10i n6i chuyén la\ xin
duwge mol dam rudng bo hoan(,, bdy gidr phii lam’ cho_,
kip thoi v, Chi em méi mach cho, ¢6 chi Tam ddy .
ciing la nguoj ba con, cay bira lam #n gioi. Boi the toi
mé&i nho chit Tam, chir con mudn thué ngay trong lang

minh cung khOng kho gi. A, chu c6 nho xin gidy théng
hanh ctua xi khong diy?
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Cho Tam rat trong 1Gi 4o ra mot Lo gidy gap nho:

— (o day.

Bo Cudng buwoe Loi, cim gily md xem qua roi troo
cho ong Ca: '

—~ Trinh ong. Co ca (rién voi chir ky cua ong 1¢
Diing-xa. The 1a cha ung thuan gid ¢d rdi chir? Tién co
ong CA day, 16i trinh ong rd. Thoi thE cha vé ldy do
dac quin 4o roi mai sang s¢m nhe.

Cha Tam chao ong CGa va bo Cudng réi xich non
ra vé. Nét miit cha than nhién, khong budn ma ciing
khong vui, Nhwng Cwdng doan trong bung cha khong
duoc ung ¥ cho lim, |

« R6 rang 1a bo minh ¥ th€ ong Ca. Thiing Khodng no
noi khong sai.» Trong bung Cwong budn bye. Cha, bay
gio ma, noi dwge mot cdu gixfic voi ong Ca, ngay ruwde
miil bo, thi ha bi€t may! .

Cuwdng mon men toi gin tdm phan. Roi Cwong bo di

ra sin. Mot chalt, Cm‘)ng tré vao. Ong Ca vin ngoi \'Cp
biing tron trén phan udng nwoce tra, hit didn thudce 16
siu. Ong ta ngam digu thue siu qua, nuroe bot thim
ra ving khe tal mit thube. Cudng lam by xiing xdi
chay ldy que dom, chim vdo ngon lia cdy dén diu
con roi gio lén cham thude cho ong ta. Vira cham
Cardrng vira hoi:

— Nay ong, dam radng @y ong xin cho lm t0i thit
dify 49

Ong Ch dang ¢ nat manh cho chay thude. Hai ma
ong 16m stu xudng nhw hai 16 ddo, Gudng li¥p ludn:

— Ong di xin duge diy a?

Nghe cau hoi Wit ngo, ong ngling nit, tron mit trd
l0i

— Tao ciin chi xin cla ai, Viét minh ho chay d& laj,
lao mudn ldy cho ai tao cho. '

— Th& 1& Viét minh v& thi sao?

-
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Thit mot chu ngin coe thé thoi ma Cuong thiy tring
ngire ndi tham thup. Vira diet 16d, Curdng rat lui ngay
subng bép, mang ci que dom chay phirng phirng chuwa
cham duoce thude cho ong Ca.

AY

Miy hom nay bo Cudng dwa chi Tam ra danh vit
voi ddm rudng vira xin dwge ngoai Con Tro. Moi lin
trr v& ci hai déu wdl lwedt thudt nhw chugl. Ban vuong
l&m tim tan trén b, trén vai. GO tay, bip dui bi ¢
she cira ngang, cira doc, swdt da rom mau. Trong thily
bo viil via nhur vay Cudng lai hoi chuyén 1ong, nhit la
khi nghe bo noéi voi moi nguoi: ' '

= Chiu kho lam, kiém thém bat com cho con,

Giip bia con chom x6m, bo thwong noéi, ¢d y phin
triin:

— Tie dit (dc vang, bo rudng hoang ciing lidc cua

trod, Toi mugn tam, lam it vu,

Bo khé giong, noi titp:

— Khi ndo anh chi Mio vé, (0i trd ngay.

Bo lai n6i thém

— Cir bo hoang niim nay qua niim khac, niin lic moe-
lan tran, in h#t nhuy dit, Sau ndy anh Mio chi Mio
c6 vé ciing kho lam. Bdy gior 16i don lac sach s&, cly °
lda bo ph:m déu, diit thuin thue lai, 16i vira ki€m thém’
droc miéng com ma sau niy anh Miio c¢o vé cung do
cong cét don.

Nghe nhitu lin dam thude, doi khi Cudng ciing lip
lai mily cau &y, dé hién bach cho bo:

" — Bo toi noi ddm rudng &y ma cir ho hoang mii, thi |
niin lac moc um tum, con chi la nhyy dét nia, Bo toi
18 : ' |
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noéi had khi nao anh chi Mio vé 12 bo toi tra lai rudng,
anh chi Mio co ngay rudng ma cay, khong phdi don
nitn don lac chi ntra hét. ‘

Ba con nghe noéi vay, cling co vé xuoi tai. Co nguwoi
thi im ling, Nhung lai c6 ngudi dwa mat nhin nhau,
hodic xam xi.

Mot hom Cudng sang nha thing Khoang ehoi, Cwong
di qua trwdce san, vao thing nha dwoi. Ceong nghe ¢
nha trén co tiéng 6ng D6, khong bigt dang noi voi ai:

— CAi thoi tao loan nhidu nhwong, ai tot ai xiu no
moi 10i ra. Chir ma binh thwong thi ai ciing nhuw ai,

den triing nhap nhiing kho ma phan biét,

Cwong chwa rd ong Do noi chuyén ai, thi da nghe
ong ti€p: '

— Bay gio thi chwa gi, nhung doi it lan nita ong Ay
1én mit voi ba con cho ma xem, Cai thing vira chay
ngang trwde sin la con ong dy day.

Cuwong sirng nguwoi. Ceong. cr mang mang nght la
minh nghe lim, hién 1dm. Chwa chic di phai la ong
P6 no6i chuyén bo miph. Cudng mudn dieng lai nghe
l6ng vai cau nira. Nhung Cudng lai’ ngdn ngai khong

wmudn nghe (hém. Khong con bung da ndo tim giip

(hifng Khoang nira, Cuong 1on-ra cira bép sau, men
theo ngd tit vé nha,

Ngay trwa hom sau lai xdy ra mot chuyén nira,
Cudng sang nha 06ng ¢ Pam bén hang xém muwon cho
bo cai cuwa, Ong cu ngdi im mot 1at lau, vé nglin ngir
hién ro trén nél mil Ong cit 18y ngon tay giii gii hic
ma hop, theo thoi quen. Méi sau 0ng moi noi:

— Khong bidt ching no6 1am rdi cit ddu. D& tim di.

Nhung ong cu vin chua dieng ddy di tini ngay. Ong
ngwoe miit nhin Cuedng vé guom guwom. Ong hoi:
———— : ‘ -

(1) Tiéng goi cdc dng cu gid-

.
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— Bo may muron cwra lam chi?
Bung Cudng kho chiu, but ril xOn xang, Cwong dap
cul ngun::
— Chira giwong,
— 0, thoi duoc.
Ong cu bily gid méi chdng tay diu géi cham ¢di dirng
ddy, di vao buong lay cwa. Khi ong bll‘O’C ¢ budng ra
thi bo Cwdng cho lau sdt rudt cling di lin sang. Ong
cu rao cua cho bo Clrcng, mom dén :
— Day la do nghé cua toi, ding co cwa bay cua ba -
ma hong cua (6i di.
Bo Cuwdrng nhin thiing vao ong cu, dap lai:
— Téi muon cwa khic gé thay cai chan giwong bi
mol rdi mang trd ong ngay, c6 chi ddu ma oéng phai
din nhu diin con nit.
Ong cu khé cuwoi lén hé hé, ma cung khong hﬁn ra
ting cudi: :
— La 161 ciling didn phong xa... |
Nghi mot chat, ong cu lay lai: ‘
— Toi diin phong xa cho cha nhé.., A
RRoi ong lai tigp thém mot cau co6 vé khong éin nhap
gl voi cdu chuyén: P
— Cha M&a, cli6 ba con xom glcng, di vo duug diu, di
ra giap mit, 16i moi noi that voi chu, Song & doi phaj
tranh cai chuyén dn & thit nhan thiit dirc, dura the nguoi
nay e hiép ngudi kia, Khong hay ho gi dau, ma ciing
l(hdn;, hén diu, - \ .
Bo Cuong bit ra mol ti€ng e hém khan khan, nhwr bi
cuc dorm vuéng trong cb hong. Bo im ling mot lat, roi
nh€ch mép cudi, thin nhién dap:
— Oong noi toi hidu roi. Odng cir yén (am, dieng lo chi
cho toi ca.

Noi doan, bo cim cura xim xiim ra v&. Cuong 180 déo
buwoc theo sau. .
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Sudt huoi chiéu hom dy, Cwong cir budn budn trong
bung. Nam 16i, rira bat xong, Cwong di tim gip thing
Khoing. Cwong dirng xa xam (ruwdce clra nha nod, ngin
ngai khong mudn vao: Cuong vira thoing thily bong ong
D6 di ra bé can rira chan. Vira lic ay, Khoang di diu
vé. Cuong ra Khoang ra dinh xém choic Khoang 1o vé
khiing khinh khong mudn di. Nhwig réi né ciing di.
Hai dira ngo6i dwdi g8c cay bang truwoe san dinh, |

Im ling mot lat kha lau, Quai la, Cwong cir tudng
gap thing Khoang thi s€ noi voi nhau bao nhiéu la
’ chuyén, vi trong diu Cudng cir nhu dang rén lén bao
P~ nhiéu y nghi. Th€ ma-bay gio Cudng lai khong bi€t noi
gi. Ma ca thiing Khodng nita, né ciing ngéi cam nhuw
théc, ngudi quay vé phia khac.

Dot nhién Khoang hoi:

~— Bo may ra cay dam ruong nha anh Méo réi phai
khong? .

Cuong nhin miit lai. Cuong khong mudn nhic dén
chuyén dy. Gipng Cuwong hoi gat :

— Cay! May twdng dé in lam ddy. Lic nhu ring,
don cho hél ciing con nhoc.

. Khoang dam ngay m¢l ciu:

— Ai bio!

Cuing vic lai:

— Ai bio cdi gi?

Khoéng dop ngay :

— Ai blo khi khong lai chitm rudng ngudi lal

— Ai chigm? Tao dii no6i voi may 1a bo tao muen lam
it vy, anh Mio vé la bo tao Lra ngay.

» — Biét khi nao anh Mio v& ma tra.
— Thé may tudng Tay ho & mii ¢ day a?
— Co6 bo may twdong thi co.
— Noi ldol

-— i
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- Bo may khong twong the thi da khong dam dira
vio the cua Tay,

Cwong e qua, mudn ddi dap mot cau gi mi tim chira
ra. Cuong chi lang hang Lip lai:

— May... may noi lio!

Khoang din giong, nhw d& 1an at:

— Bo tao noi voi chu lao the dily. Bo tao bao : Khong
6 th€ cha Tay a? Khong co thi ai dam lin dén ngay
trwde mili sing clia don ma cay bira,

Dt 104, Khoang ditng day phai dit bo di. Cuong
ngdi tro ra ddy, trong bung t&m tirc, twdng chirng sép
phat khoc lén dwoe, Cwong mudn chii lén mot tieng
thal to. Cudong gian thiing Khoang 1dm. N6 cay lon hon
minh, cidy co anh di Vi¢t minh, luc ndo ciing l1én miit
la ddy. N6 khong choi véi minh thi minh cling them
a0 choi voi n6 nita. Anh né di Viét minh chit no <o
di Viét minh dau ma - lam bo lam tich. N6 thi tai gidi
gi hon ai. Pdly, eai hom danh gidc gia, n6 chéng dn gian
la gi.

Hom @y, may dira chidn trau ngoai bii chia lam hai
phe choi tro danh nhau. Thing Kha cim didu phe cua
Cuwong tuyén ho voi bon kia: '

— Cho tui ching may lam phe gidc.

Nhung thing Khoiang cdm ddu phe kia khong chiu,
Giang co mot lat, sau hai bén thoa thuan 1a thoéi khong
cin chia bén ndo phe ta bén nao phe gidc c¢dt choi cho
that hiing vao.

Khi bét ddau b tri quan thing Kha ghé tai bon cing
phe, noi thim:

— Tui no la gific roi ddy, no cii mic ké no. Banh .
tui n6 chay re cit bip ra cho tao.

CA bon gat gat diu. Cwong ciing thich chi nhdy cang
1én, Cweong dan minh xudng dat ma trwon bo, hét nhw
cic hac linh trén d6n tip tran. Tay cim mot gay tre
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Lan sung, Cadng chdng khuyo tay 180 ngudi Weng tH mét,
mal chiim chi nhin ra phia brwde, nghé nhin sang ¢
hai bén. Chot Cuong thdlty bén tay phdi, sau bui soi
canh ndim ma, c¢6 mot chilm gi vang vang dang nghi.
Cwong nhin k§, thity cai chim dy nhac nhfelr Dich la
mifng va ¢ dit quin thing Khoang. Tom dugc tudng
giic day réil Khéo no chay mat! Cwong 1€t 181 rit
nhanh doc bo rudng, nhw con rin.=B&n lic chi con
cich didm sdu bwoce chan nira, Cwong chom day lao tai,
thoc miii sung vao mong thing Khoang, nd6 dan mom
« doang doang doang» ludon ba phat. Cu'ong reo lén:
« Chét chual » .
Khong ngo thing Khoang vut odn nguwoi quay lai.
nhw con soc, kéu «chuwa chét!» va chia sting clia no
vao trwoe mit Cwong, bén lai dang ba phat: «doang
doang doang».
Cwong thét lén :
— Tao béin may chét thdng clng roil
‘Khoang nho cai tran go ra cii:
— Bin vao dit! Tao chwa chét!
Clrong lién di miii sing vdo ngay giira ngye Khoang,
nd boi mot phat. Khoang danh phai ndm vat xudng,
nhung lai ho:
— Bo quén tal! Béin!
Nghe hé, hai dira bén phe thing Khoang, xong dén na
dan toi tip vé phia Clrong
Cuong khOng, { chiu ngd, bt ly:
— May ch@t r6i, con hé quan cdi con khi gi duoc niral
— Tao chwa chél hin! . y
Nghe cii nhau, tit cd bon ngirng biin, chay lai. Cudc |
tap tran bign thanh mot cudce ciii vil giira hai phe. Roi
cude cii vii suyt bi€n thanh mdt'cugc danh nhau that
Vira lic &y, mot toan linh trén don di tuiin ngang qua
giin ddy. C& bon bén lang din, gidi tin moi dira mol nga,
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Hom nay, Cuong lue thiing Khoang, nén swe nhé laj
chuyén dy. Cudng vira 1di (hii di vé nhd vira nghi
bung: May thi tai gioi gi hon ai ma civ lam vwong lam
tréng.*Moi ra trdn di bi lao biin chét nhin ring, lai
con quac mom ra ciii. Tao thé tir nay khong choi voi
may nira,

Nghi thé, nhung cai lire van khong bot voi duge chat
nao. Trong oc (’uon;, cir 1on von miy cdu noi khich
cia thing Khoing vé chuyén bo minh. Dan din, cai
gidn thing Khodng lai chuyén sang thanh cai byc voi
bo, voi ca chi Tam, |

\Y

Ma cha Cwong lau nay di chdm séc cho ngudi con
gai diu long ldy chong cach huyén bi hiu san, VE dén
nha, nghe tin chong xin dwge migng rujng Con Tro,
ba ciing chiing (6 vé gi 1a vui mirng. Nhung y nghi cla
ba khic ctia Curong. Ba chi s¢ lam mit nhiéu cong,
mi r6i khong bigt c6 dwoe dn khong, hay lai khudn
cua ra dong. '

Ba 16 y lo ngai véri chong. Nhung bo Cwdng gat di:

— Xa! Co cily co trong, ¢6 trong co iin, Khong lo
chi chuyén dy.

* NOi roi bo-dén ném dai trén phan cho diin xwong hoc,

vi sudl ngay phii cai gap ngudi ciit lac, dau lung. Tay
bo gac tran, mit dim dim nhin xi nhi. ThE 1 ma
khong dam noi gi nira. \

Dugce vai hom, ma Cudng lai ddm mén m&n chi Tam. |
Chia rdt it noi, ci ling 1& lam ma lam rt chiim. Bo -
Cwong cling phii khen cha, Bo khoe véi mify ngudi ba

(1) Me.
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con thin Ia chi Tam thudé ma nhie 1m vide nhi. Chi
ngurai hoi gay nho nhwng dai sive, ra dén ruong la cha
lam mot mach, it khi dirng tay lén bo udng nude hat
thude.

Ngay lam mét, tdi d€n cha thwong di ngd sém. Cha
ndm chung giwong voi Cuwong, noi vai cau chuyén bang
quo. Ghi mgt chdc sau dd nghe chi ngay kho kho.

Mot hom bo Cuong nghi ciit lac, danh trau di chy mot
budi cho 6ng Ca. Bo hdao Cudng:

— Bira nay mdy ra giup cha Tam mol tay cho
xong di. -

Cuwong nguily mot cdi. Cudng khong mudn di, khong
mudn ra lam dam ruong ciia anh Méo. Lam & dily ching
vui thu gi. \

— Bo a, toi...

Nhung Cudng khong tim ra du'oc ly do gi dé & lai
nha. Bo nhin Cwong. Cwong ling tung quay mét di.
Chot trong thily chi Tam doi nén cdm liém di ra phia
cdng. Cuang goi:

— Cha Tam, doi 16i voi.

Roi Cwong ho chay xudng bep 18y liém.

Cuwdng buoc theo chi Tam. Ca hai déu ling im. Chu
Tam ling im vi tinh von it no6i. Con Cudng thi vi trong
bung con am trc, -

Ra qua cong laing mot quiing ngéin, hai ngwdi phai
dirng lai truéec mot vong gac. Co linh ra hoi gidly. Cuong
dirng xa xa, nhin béac linh. Mot tay bac gitt khiiu sung,
tay kia ciim Lo gifly cha Tam vira mée tai dwa ra. Lilo
la chiic 1a doc chwa thao, nén cir thily ciip moi 1im
nhim 1im nhfim. Cha Tam c6 vé hoi s8t rudt, chi vio

- cudi to gidly

— Co tri¢n ciua ong G voi diu cha don do loét day
nay. Toi di qua ddy hang ngay, cic bac con la chi,
— Im! Nhiém vu nguwoi ta xét 1a civ phai xét,
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Nae linh At chae T v e aic Nhuang roi o Ehomg
Joe nuae hat tay tea lai manh giiy cho chic Tam. Lio
hit ham ve phia Gueong, hoi:

- Dua nao day?

— Con ong M.

— Duoe, cho di.

Cudng loc coc bude theo chit Tam, Cudng hoi hoi
thich chi. Cha ddi dap voi lio linh dén cieng coi
dily chir.

Con Tro day roi. Cha, lau lim hay gio' Cuong mai co
dip trdr lai chd nay. Chi Tam din Cwdng ti€n thing vé
phia don. Chu chi tay ra trwegc mit:

— Rudng & chd cai dim nwoc loang loang diy.

Oi chao, té ra dam rudng anh Méo chi cach dén mot
triim thwoe 1a cing. Lau nay Cwong chi cd thé dirng
xa xa, phia trong cong lang ma nhin don Miéu. Bay
gior n6 dung stng sirng ngay trwde mit. Tuong triing
toat. Ngon co tam tai trén cot bat qua bat lai nghe rd
tiéng phan phat. Cuong thiy ron ron. Nhiit la chung
quanh trén cinh déng lai khong thily mét ai. Cac chén
ruéng déu bo hoang, c6 moc um tum. )

Nhung chi Tam thi hinh nhw di quen thuoc canh
nay qua roi, khong chi y nita, Ra d&n noi, chu cdi do
virl trén bo ¢d, xfin quiin 16i xudng nwde bun, don ndt
miy dam lac cudi cung. Cha cii khom lung luon ludi
liém xudng nude cal tan gde lac, nghe lup bup lup bup.
Chi mol nhodng d& thanh bé to, ndi bip bénh lrén
mil nwée. Cudng dity cho dat vao bo, rdi vde Lirng mé
nho virt sang rudng hén.

M&i mot lat, Cwong thily moi rit roi.

— Nghi chat di cha Tam |y

Cha Tam cuoi: .

— Chwa lam di doi nghil '
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— Toi diy dwge murdi mily chuy&n réi ma chi bho
chwa Tam |

— U thi nghi.

Chu 101 1én béy, nhiit &0 lau cho khé canh tay rdi moc
(i 1ay thude ld quin hat. Cwdong ngdi canh, nhin cha
lap bap hat didu thude b siu.

— Pay viing qua chi nhi.

Cha Tam rat digu thuSc ra cim & tay, nheo mit cuwoi
roi hdl ham vé phia don, néi dua:

— Ving chi ma ving! Minh lam & day c6 dén ho. [

canh géc cho, con doi chi nira. A

Ciing khong cwoi. Cudng nho lai nerng l&i thé‘ing :
Khoang noi. Bong nhién Cwéng nhin thdng vao mijt
chu Tam.

— Chua noi th€ 1a minh dwa th€ ctia d6n that a?

Chi Tam ngac nhién nhin Cudng:

— Noi choi vay thoi, chit ai dua thé.

Cwong dap ngay:

— B& t6i chir con ai.

Cha Tam hoi nhiu may nhin Cudng, nhw ¢6 y bao
Cudng noi bay bay. Cwong nhu -hing Ién, noi lién
mot hoi: _ .

— Trong lang ho bio 1a bo toi dya th& d& chiém lﬁy
rugng anh Mao ma cay.

Réi Cuéng ti€p ludn:

— Chu ciing dwa thé,

Cha TAm cudi guwong gao, hoi lai:

— Chu dua the ai?

— Chu lam cho bo toi la chu ciing dya thé bo téi.

Cha Tam ldng im. Cha khong nhin Cwdng, ma quay |

miit v& phia don. Bdng cha bat lén cuwdi, dieng ddy: A
— Thoi di lam n&t cho xong mfly dam lac, kéc sip !
trua roi.
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Ciong noi dwge mity ehu iy vird ehi Thm, frong
bung thay ha. Con cha Tam thi tr lae fy cho din e
ra ve, khong ndi khong riing gl niia,

Curong A&y xem chi ¢o gidn minh khong, nhung thity
chi vin than nhién nhuw khong. Mi¢ng cha vin hoi curii
curdi, theo thoi quen, Lic dn com, chi vdn ling 1€ 4n
nhu thwong 1¢, khong chuyén trd gi ngay vai ca by
Cuwong. An xong chi ndm khénh trén giwdng, xia riing,

; huat thude.
T8i hom 3y chi ciing di ndm sém, réi nga kho lace

' ~ nao khong bigt. Cuwong nhé c6 nghe bo ma noi, nhirng

© pguoi tré 1a dang tudi dn tudi ng, ding that. Cuwong
lai nhé ¢6 hom ma Cuwong noi diua voi cha: « Chua cir
chu chi lam #n, rdi toi ki€m cho mot o (V. Lang 10i con
gai dam c¢6 ti€ng». |

Hom sau Cwong di trau, mai Jloi xudng viing bit ca
thia thia nén vé c6 hoi trwa. Twong ¢ nha dd c6 ma
thdi com, khong ngo ma di chg huyén vin chwa vé,
Cudng voi xudng b&p nhom lira. Chi Tam ngoai ddng
vé, thily th€ ghé vao thdi nffu giup. Cudng hoi :.

— Bo toi chwa vé a?

— V& r6i, nhung con ghé vao nha ong Ca.

Lai ong Ci! Cudng vira tra gao vao ndi vira hoi :

— Cha Tam, chi co6 thich 6ng Ca khong ?

Cha Tam quay nhin Cwong:

— Cuong hoi lam gi?

!" — Hoi cho biét, Téi thdy nhi€u ngudi he cir xim xi
_ chuyén 6ng Ca (rng ra lam vi¢c cho TAy don, thé ma bo
! t6i dao nay lai cir thich di lai choi véi ong Ca.
¢~ Chi Tam buong mot ciu lirng 1o
— A, d6i khi ciing la do hoian canh thoi,

-~

(1) Co. : ;
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Cieong ohit thém edi cho hira chay bing 1én. Currng
thir mat nhin ngon lra mot lat, roi héng dung bat ra
cAu hoi kKhae :

— Cha ¢o bidt Vi¢t Minh khong chu?

Cha Tam li€e nhin Cudong mot cai, dap:

— Vi¢t Minh thi ai ma khong biét.

— Chu niy, gia thir nhw bay gio Viét minh kéo vé
danh nhau voi Tdy, thi chi doan bén nao dworc.

Cht Tam cudi, khong dap, Cudng lai hoi:

— Bén Viét Minh bay gid chiic manh rdi, phdi
khong chu? |

Cha Tam ha th&p giong hén xudng: |

— Nay, dirng c6 néi cha cha, nguoi ta ngit ddu di
bay gio. Vigt Minh manh thi dd khong co6 cai don Tay
din lang. Khong nhé bita qua vira ra khoi cong lang
‘da viip ngay cai vong gac ddy 4? Ngay ngoai duwdng cai
lang minh, linh dén khong di lai rim rap diy la gi?
Viét Minh chuwa lam chi dwoe dau. Bira qua dirng cho
vong gac, Cudng c6 thdy méy béac linh ngdi trong
khong 7 |

e’y

— Ho dong qua nhi. Stung ciing nhiéu.

— Toan sung trwong ¢6 16 cA ma, #n thua chi. Chi
dwrge mot khiiu Bo-ren.

Cha Téam ngac nhién:

— Cuwong ma ciing biét Bo-ren? -

— Bi#t chir. Bo-ren n6d c¢6 hai cang chang chang nhu
con cho cdo. Sing gi 16i chiing biét,

Cha TAm c6 vé thich chi, gat gat diu cwoi, Chu hoi:

-0 vong gac ma ho ciing diit Bo-ren a7 '

— Thé& cht khong thdly a? 0 ting trén dy. Miii thi
chia thAng v& phia cdng lang. ~

— Chac chic.:,
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Cha Tam tie ludi, roi I)(Xllp, ki Ién:

= Com s0i voi, D& minh coi cho, Cieirng di don mam
Dal [y vava,

Vira e ay bo Guong buwde vao hip:

— CAi thiing Cuwdng, nhdy nhot & dan ma dén hiy
gior moi ndu com, hir? Tao chiit chan di!

Cha Tam vdi noi do:

— Cwdng ve som, ma 16i nho ra quan mua thude 14
ddy, ong a.

VI

Cuong ddm mén chi Tam. Cwong thich cai miéng chu |
cudi cuwoi, thich tinh chi hién hau, it noi ma tdt bung.
Moi lai dao nay chi ciling hay gAu chuyén voi Cuong.
Chu k& cho Cwdng nghe chuyén ngay nhé cha di trau
bi trau hae, chuyén thing em ctia chi, ciing trac tudi
Cudng, nghich né troi né ddt nhung cha thwong no
" lim. Cudng cling ké cho chi nghe chuyén di trau; truwdc
hay thA & CSn Tro, canh milu, bay gio Tay dong don
nén phii danh.4rdu ra chiin ngodi bii, ¢6 lo tho nim
ba bui ma toan thir ¢d hoi. Chi Tam lai k& sang chuyén
lang chi cling c¢6 mot cAi midu to, ba con trong lang
vin don la thiéng lim, con nit ma vao choi nghich
trong 46, vé khong dui mét ciing qué quiit chan tay.
Nhung chu thi cha khong tin, ThE 1a Cwdng thich tha
ké lai 1a Cwong ciing d2 co nhiu lin cung voi bon
.thiing Khoang kéo vao trong midu choi tro trdn bit,

Cuong cudi noi tiép :

— Toi ciling c6 nghe bo thiing Khodng noi: nu ngai
thiéng that thi ngai dd bé queé chan qué tay lio Tay don
voi mily bac cai bac linh réi. Ty kéo quin vé dong
trong miéu, {in udng ia dai chi ciing trong &y ma co
viée gi dau.

!
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Chi Tam gt go 16 vé dong tinh,
Cuorng 1ai Gifp e
Tay thichi eo Viét minh moi tri ndi,

Cha Tam curdni e

— Co thily Vi¢t minh dau ddu ndo?

— Trén nui xanh dy, vi cha, dong lim — Cudong nhé
lai 101 thiing l\ho.mg — dong nhu kign col

Tlﬂ) chit Tam lai cwori, Cwong vOi noi ti€p, nhu cach -
chinh minh thily lan mat : ,

— Ho dang tap luyé¢n trén nui xanh. Trong nii ciing
¢6 nhidu bii biing rong lim chit khong phai toan mip - 4
mo 1én xudng nhw minh twdng. Khi ndo tap luyén gioi
. 10i, ho kéo vé danh do mot cai la Tay ché&t hét, ma ong
Ca ciling roi doi.

Cha Tam ng6i im, co vé ngam nghi. Chic hin la chu
chua tin 1oi Cwong. Mot lat, chi nheo mét cwoi, hoi':

— The& Viét minh & trén nai xanh thoi a?

Cudng khong bict ra sao, nhung cir dap liéu:

— Duéi minh ciing c6 ch,

— (')'.dﬁu?

— Bi mat, ai bi¢t dwoec. ‘ ;

Chu Tam lai nheo mit, ‘cudi tim tim. Cu'(‘)ng nguong
quéa. Chic cha nghi cai. thi”mg nay phach lic. Cuwong -
lién nébi:

~— Chinh cac bac linh trén dén ho ciing bdo ddly.

Cha Tam bat cudi thanh ti€ng : |

— Ho bao ho gip Viét minh a? |

Cuing gat liéu mot cai. 1

— Giip & dau?

Cuong ling ting

— Ho... ho khéng noi ré. Ho ciing gitt bi mat chi.
Ho chi bao Vit minh trong lang nay thi€u chi. He bao
Viét minh ciing la nguwoi minh ca.

€ . . )
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Cha Tam hoi ging

o con noi g nira kKhong ?

Mo nor Vit minh eing Ta ngudd Vict-nam, ma Viél
binh doan ciing la nguoi Vict-nam, khong khac nhau
chi ca. Tay & diy it lan, hét gidie gid roi thi ng vé nuic
ho, nguoi minh cai tri ldy nhau,

Cha Tam im Ling mot lat roi bat hoi:

— Ai noi voi Cuong the? Bac Than phai khong?

Cuong hoi lai :

— Cha bigt bac Than a?

— Bac Than 1&¢ @ hay di vé qua day, ai la chi nira.
Cuong thich bac Than lam phai khong 2

Cudng chua bidt trd 10i th8 nao. Thich thi khong hin
1a Cuong thich, Bac ta déi khi ciing hach, co lin“doa
danh thing Tam vi trdu n6 di qua vay dudi té ban lén
cai quin ka-ki moi vang khé nhw ngh¢ ctia bac. Vao
nha ai thi bac cir hay ngdi dai, noéi chuyén la ca. Nhung
d6i voi Cuong thi bac ciing chua hé nat ng gi... Co lin
bac lai con cho Cwong miy cai keo sita, bo mi¢ng
ngdm ctr thom lyng nhw nuwoc hoa.

Thay Cm‘mg khong noi gi, -chi Tam lai ti€p:

— Bac dy c6 hay hoi (uong chuyén chi Lhéng?

— Hoi chuyén chi?

Cha Tam khong dap lai. Chua chi bao:

— Mom ho noi (hé chir gip Vigt mmh Ia ho bﬁt np
cho Tay ngay.

Cuong lam ra vé hitu hidt: :

— Ho cir twdng tui toi con nit (hi phinh chi tui toi
ciing nghe.

Cha Tam gat diu:

— Ho di do Viét minh dé, IHo dod k¢ ho. Minh lo lam
in, c6 bigt Viét minh & dau dau ma chi cho ho.

(1) Léc.
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Cudng chém vao:
Co bidt efing kKhong chi. .

ChaTam Tan gat goe

- Duing! Ding !

Cha mim cwdi nhin vao mitl Cwong nhw mudn khen:
« Cwong gidi lim.» Roi chu ding ddy di kidm 14' d
nho, tron voi diu phung dit cho tran bi loét mgt miéng t
& mong. Con (rau dirng im cho chu lam. Mit n6 thinh - |
thoang lai khép lim dim. Cwong dirng xem d€ hoc. |
Nhung bung Cwong chde chdc lai swe nghi dén chuyén
chi vira no6i: Guong nhé lai mily lin bac, Than ghé
nha choi. Céc bac linh don van thudng hay la ci trong
xom. Bac Than ngo bé ngoaf thi ciing khong co gi khac
cac bac kia. Nhwng bdy gio Cwong nhé lai, ciip mit 1é
bac ta cir hay ngd nghiéng, lic lao. Chia Tam noi ding.
Co 18 ldo ta di do Viét minh that ciing nén, Cu'ong phm
dé y xem. .

Hai hom sau, Cwong thidy bac Than dilo do ngay dau
ngd xom. Mit bac ta hom nay cang 1¢ xéch hén di,
nhwng tréng lir. dir lam sao iy, khong lic laio nhu moi
ngay. A, thi ra bac ta vira udng rugu ngodi quan mu
Twirng. Miit bac @6 choach. Dang di hoi ldo ddo. Thiy
hat chi ban banh béo ganh hang qua di vao trong ngo,
béc ta ¢8 rdo -bwoe di theo, ngwoi cir mudn ngéd chui
ra jrude. DEn truedc cc’ing nha Clr'O'ng, chi banh béo cill
" ti€ng rao, roi ré vao cdng. Bac ta vira 161 kip, ciing theo
viao. Cirong chay nhanh vé nha. Khi Cwong bwédc qua
cOng, thi thily chi ban banh béo di quay ganh siip sira
di tro ra, Chi ngoai ¢b noi voi cha Tam lae Ay dang
ngoi bén thirng noi thém:

— Cha, bita nay m¢ hang khong giip may, anh khong
in dam cho Loi vai dia, Thoj bira sau vy,
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Fov vungs vy danh sa, chiovien ganhe ganh godic di
diroe van huoe thi i ngay bae Than giang chat iy mol
dan don ganh,

Bae ta edt giong 1¢ nhe, (réu:

— Di diu ma voi (¢, em. Quay vio day, vio diy,
Ta lam vai dia choi. Anh Tam khong én a? An cho vui,
(oi chi mad hop mom hop mi¢ng |

Cha Tam tay van bén thirng, ngfing nhin chfim chiim.,
Chi banh heéo thi so d6 milt gainh hang, nhwng khong
dam g& tay baclinh, Chi chi gio tay xua xua, mi¢ng kéu:

— Khéo d6 ganh 16i. Xin bac! Xin bac!

Bac ta dic chi pha 1én cwoi, giong khé niic, buong
tay:

— U da xin thi tha cho, théi, di!

Chi banh beéo bi mot phen hi via, voi ho di thil
nhanh, khong ngoai ¢d lai. :

Bac Than ngat nga ngat ngudng bwdc lén thém, dit
dit danh phich xudng ngach ctra, budéng mot ciu:

— Ba con me hang rong, ngo6 thi tudng hlen lanh twr
(& the chw, gom lim do! gom lam do!

Chu Tam nguoc miit nhin [Ho ta mot cai, rdi lai cfm
ciii xoiin s¢i thirng.

Béc linh lai budng gitta trong khong:

— Do a1 thap thanh ca day?

‘Bic ta con tidp thém hai ba cau dua thé tuc nita, roi
cwoi kho kho, rit vo duyén, Cudng thaly chi Tam khé
nhiu may, mit cha hoi do 1én.

. Lio linh d6n ngoi mai cling tro, bén chdng tay diu
g8i i ach dirng day, hé di. Nhung 180 chwa di thing.
Lio titn dén canh cha Tam, ghé tai noi lai nhai mot
cau gi roi cudi pha lén. Lio vin Ién vai chu Tam dé
khoi ngd xieu. Chit né minh, gat phit tay bac linh, git:
— Toi khong biét! Toi khong nghel
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[.io linh don mat da, ngd dai xudng, Hinh nhw cai
ngi lam tinh rwgu, ldo ta ding dung day, trung cdp
mil lac sieng 80 nhin chi Tam. Lio phing mom dot
nhién thdi phi mot cai vao mit. Chi Tam quat lén:

— Anh khong dugec lio!

Cwong ding duwe ra dily, nin tho, Lo linh dén’gam
che nhin cha Tam, mém chiti liu riu, Chu Tam ding

’

RN

Lo |

Chit Tam quat 1én: « Anh khéng dwgc laol»
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vul day. Ciip mit vdn hitn lanh eta chi phong ra
ahitng tin gidn die. Trong vé mit ehi ln hin i, Tay
chi cliim lim lim miu thieng dang bén dé. Tudng
chirng chu siip qual vio miil lio kia,

CAu chuyén chwa bidl s¢ xoay ra sao, (hi vira may
ong M& di dau vé. Thily hai ngwdi dang hiim he, ong
voi chay dén can ra. Ong 0m ngang hong bic linh dén,
vira diu vira diiy ra phia cdog. Liio kia gal phét tay bo
Cwdng. Bo Cuong noi lo, gan nhur qual:

— Vé! Anh vé dil

Cuwong thity nét mit bo lic d6 danh lai, oai la ling,
Lio linh ddn ding siing ra nhin, ciip mit say do ke
cang do ra. Réi bdng dung lio ta quay phiit ngwoi, lao
ddo ho di. :

Bo Cuong nhin theo mot lat, doan chim rii quay
vao. Cha Tam ding sitng trén thém, tay buong thdng
vin cim miu diy thirng, mét chwa hét do. Bo Cuwdng
c6 vé gian ldm, di .thding vao nhd, khong thém
nhin chu.

Bo liing 1€ rét nwoc udng, nét mit nghiém ma lanh.
Bong bo diit chén xudng, cit ti€ng bao:

— Bita sau ¢im cha khong dwge lam th€ nira nghe
khong? :

Chia Tam khong néi gi, ngoéi phich xudng thém. Tay
chit vin con rung rung.

Bo Cuong lai noi ti€p, dong dac:

— Ngudi ta 1am viéce trén don, ai bao chu tréu vao?
L& xAy ra chuyén chi thi toi ciing khong bao dam duge
cho cha dau,
- Cuong chdm chiim nhin chi Tam. Kia, sao chit khéng

noéi di. Tra 161 bo di. Co phai cha tréu bic linh daul
* Chinh ldo ta gay sw voi cha didy chir. Cwong thdly ré
rang ma. -
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Nhirng cht Tam vin cam hiit, Mgt chi by iér lhéyeg
d6 phirng nira ma hoi lai tar, Chit ¢o vé huon huon,
ot hoi. Cuaomg vira thwong, vira bire voi chi. Te ra
chi nay hien ma cue, dén lic 16 nbi nong roi thi lai
diam ra »0,

« Khong phai chi dy gdy sw tewoe dduly Cudmg cr
mudn ke 1en, mach voi bo nhw vdy. Nhung ciu noi ;j
cir nhu méce ngang b hong, khong budt ra duge., Cwong .
chi cho chi Tam noi 1én mot tigng, 1 Cudng ciing s€
noéi bat ra ngay, d& bénh vue cho chi. Nhung chu cir
lang thinh, Chu cim din bd diga cdng. i (W€ Cirdng
ciing khong noi nira. Cudng ciing bo di choi.

Quen chan, Cudng dinh Lin d€n nha thiing Khodng,
Nlirng Cuwdrng chot nho lai 1o thé hom no, Thém vao
choi voi cai thing lam bo dy ! Ra d&n ddu xém, Cudng
lirng lai tha thin mot ti, roi ré sang tay mil, budc vé
hia chua. '

Chot Cirdng thily trwede mit, co ai nhw chi Tam ciing
dang di giin toi clra tam quan. Chi cim diu buwdc kha
nhanh, Pang la chi roi. Cha di ddu ma voi voi ving
ving, nhur cach tim ai, Tir phia chua, lai c6 bong ngwdi
di nguge trér lai, Chi ban banh béo! Cuong dirng lqi
canh mot g6c siiu dong, ghé miit nhin xem. Cudng thily
chi di d&n ngang tim™chi Tam thi chim bude lai, noi
mot cdu gi do6, roi lai viit viy tay gnh hang ho di
ngay, Cha Tam cfing vy, chi ciing buwde chim chim
lai mdt chit nhw dé kip nghe ciu ndi cia chi, doan
lai edm cai di thing, Chi banh beo tign vé phia Cwdng.
Khong' kip nght ngoi g, biit gide Cwdng né minh ranh
viio sau gdc siu dong, 4p miil vdo gid v boc boc cuc
nhua ri thimh giot ving ong trén vd cdy. Doi chi di qua h
mot 1at, Cudng méi thing thinh quay trd ve, |

Cwong lily lam la qua. Chi ban banh béo noi voi cha™ |
Tam chuyén gi ma c6 vé bi mat. ghé. Khong phai 1a
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chuyén bi mat thi Tie niy gip nhau (rong nha minh
tai sao kKhong noi? Hay tai ¢6 bace Than 2 Nharng ¢ hace
Ihan thi mie k¢ bae oy chir. Chia dau co so lio ta. Lio
di do Vict minh, cha Tam ¢o phai Viét minh ddu mé
chi s, Ma cho chu Tam 1& Viét minh di nira, thi Viét
minh ho ciing chiing thém so' bon linh don.

Nght lan man the nao, trong diu Cudng bat lén mol
y nghi: hay chi Tam la Viét minh? Nghi vay, Cwong
srong qua. Oi chao! ndu nhuw chi la Vigt minhe thi
khoai bi€t midy! Cip chan dai cia Cudng mudn nhay
cing lén. Bung Cudng 1dm nhim: « Udc chi cha la
Viét minh!»

Nhirng-m¢t 1at sau, Cudng lai ngo nge. Khong co ly
chu Tam lai 1a Viét minh. Ngo cha hi¢n lanh 1dm, chi bigt
lo dn lam, Voc dac chu ciing gdy nho. Viét minh ho tap
luyén nhiéu, cao to hiing diing moi danh duge Tay chir?
N&u nhw cha la Viét minh, thi chi banh béo ciing la
Viét minh 4? Hay la chi ta dwa tin tirc gi cho cha?
Chi nay trong la ldm, lau nay khong hé thdy qua lai &
x6m minh... U, khong khéo chi Tam la Viét minh thay
roi. Chi sang day gia cach lam thué cho bo dé do xét
tinh hinh don Tay. Co hom chu cha hoi Cwdng vé linh
dirng vong gac, vé sting dng la gi. Coi bg hém &y cha
Tam con mudn héi chuyén nita, nhing thily bo di vao
nén cha lai thoi, noi lang sang chuyén com nuée.

Chiéu hom &y, luc ngdl vao #n, Cuwdng nhin chd Tam,
miéng cudi cudi, nhuw mudn bao: « Hi, toi bi&t chu la
Viét minh réil» Nhung thiy chia vin khong co vé gi
khac la ci. Cha ngdi dn ling 1&. An xong, chu vira xia
ring vira ban v&i bo phai nhdt vai budi nita cho sach

- ¢t lac, r6i bit ddu cho trau ra cdy bira dwgc roi. Tdi
chui di ngli som, van cai tiéng ngay kho kho khoe khodn.
Durérng nhuw chu ciing dii quén bing ca cai viée ldo linh
ddn toan giy sur voi cha hoi trura.
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Cardng lai ddm va hiin khoitn khong con hidu ro o sno,

Co e Cuaong map may moil, mol cau hoi e mudn
buot ra, Cudmg dinh hoi thing chi ¢6 phid 1a Vigt minh
khong. Nhung Cuong cd kim lai dwge. Go hoi ¢hia eling
chiing noi dan. Ma minh ciing phai gite bi mat cho cha
chir! L& bo hidt thi sao. Bo ma bidt thi bo khong dim
cho chu & ddy nia dau.

Thoi cirde (hE, doi xem sao.

Miy hom sau, vao lic sang som, Cwong dang thoi
com voi ma dudi b€p thi coé ai di vdo, héi cha Tam.
Bo Cudng dang ngdi canh cdng lai hui chém ring bura,
nging diu dap:

— Bac vao choi. Cha dy trong nha.

Cwong quay nhin ra, thy mot bac linh! Llnh don
vira sang banh mit di toi hoi chi Tam, c6 viée gi vay?
Ho di do Viét minh a? Ho ciing biét cha la Vié.t minh
roi ching? - \ - ;

Cuong chu y nhm, thdy mit .bac ndy quen quen. A,
Cuong nhé ra roi. Bac ta did cé vdo choi voi chu Tam
mot lin. Nghe goi tén la bac Hao. Chu ké lai bac Hao
la ngudi lang, ¢6 hém cha di ra dong qua vong gac, bac
Hao hoi gidy, th€ 1a tinh c& nhan ra nhaw. Lin &y bac
Hao dén ciing chi hoéi thim vai ba cu vé ba con ling
x6m, roi lin ra yuon xin it 14 rau thom ve &n thit cho.
Sau bdc vé luc nao khong biét.

Bo Cwong vein ngdi dong lach cach, chita ring bira
ngoai cdng. Cwrong thi ling xéng chay lén chay xudng, -
dé 14y gao, l&y nwéc mim trong budng, nhung ciing d&

. tham thinh xem bac Hio voi chu Tam néi chuyén gi.
Cuong ngoi coi rom dun I&a, mét thinh thodng hécr
nhin 1én nha trén. C6 lac Cuong twdng chirng nhw bac
Hio liéc nhin minh mgt thoéng Bac ta co vé nglin ngai,.
do xét. Mot lat sau, béc mt o tai ra mot manh gidly. Bac

- noi to:
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e Tob eo vitt eat thw cho ma thiing Nhidp., Nyghe noi
it bua niva anh veé, nho anh chuyén dim ¢ho ma chau,

Bace trao thw cho chu Tam. Viea luc iy, bong nghe
titng bo Cuong ngoi ngodi sin noi:

— A, ong Ci, ong di dau ddy ? Mi ong vao choi da.,

Cuwong chim ehim quay nhin bac Hao, qua nhién
thiy bac ludng cudng, danh roi to gidly xudng dit, Chu
Tam voi vang nhit 1y, bo ngay vao tii.

Cudng swong qual The la ré réil Cha Tam la
Viét minh vé day do tin. Bac Hao dua tin cho chu.
Khong chirng 1a ban d6 ciing nén. Ui chao! Bo Cuwdng
khéng bi€t lai con nhé lic nay moi ong Ca vao choi,
May ma ong ta con ban di dau, khéng ghé vao. Curdng
thoang thily dang ong budc tit ta va nghe dng noi voi
lai: « Thoi thoi, bira sau». N&u khong, ong Ci mo vao,
16 bi mat cha chi thi nguy biét my.

v

Cwong nht dinh cir coi chi Tam 1a Viét minh, Ma
di coi chu !a Viét minh tét nhién phéi giap cha. Trude
hét la giup gilt bi mat cho chu, dirng s d& 16 cho linh don,
cho ong Ci bidt. Pung dé cho ngay ca bo ma Cwong
biét nita. Cwong tu nhic nhé minh khong duge bép
xép hoi cha Tam viéc gl hét, kéo 16 mom 1& mi¢ng,
'hong viéc cna chu. Bo mlnh hay ming minh vé toi lic
xiic, cAi miéng cir hay noi leo, ké ciing khong oan.

Bay gio' Cwong moi thiy, co chuyén bi mat ma mudn
gitt kin 11y mot minh ciling khd. Bung Cwong x0n xang,
ctt nhu ¢6 con cua con dam bo qua bo lai trong ay.
Cai miéng ngira ngay, mudn no6i bugt ra hoiic kéu lén
mot ti€ng, Co luc khong déin long dugc nita, Cudng
quén ca loi thé, chay di tim théing Khoang. Cuong bio:
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— Nay, Viét minh khong pbai chi cé trén nii xanh
ddu. Dudi minh ciing co.

Thiing Khodng ngwoc cdi tran go va doi mit trap trap,
nhin Crong. N6 vdn chwa chira cai tinh lim bg! No
hoi lai, nét mit than nhién nhw khéng:

— Sao may bidt? 9

Cuong vénh mit lén:

— Tao bidt!

— May c6 thily a?

Cuong suyt tra 10i: « U ngay trong nha tao!» nhung
giit lai kip. Citong chi khoat tay mot cdi manh. Chéng
bidt cai khoat tay dy la nghia thé ndo. Guwdng mudn bao
th&ing Khodng: « Dirng c6 hoi 16 mo toc mach» chéing?
Hay Cuong mudn ngéin ciu noilo bi mit & mém minh
siip buot ra? Cuong U té chay vé. |

Pém, nm canh chi Tam, Cwdng cir nghi lai man
vé cha, Cha ¢ xa dén, khong chirng tir trén nii xanh
vé, chic hén d& lam mgt viée gi quan trong lim day.
Chi lai lién lac voi linh don. Cai gidy hom no bac Hao
trao cho, nhiit dinh 1a cai ban do. Hay chu vé do xét
dé duwa b doi Viét minh vé danh don? Danh d6n, a ha .
swong qua! Bung Cudng phap phdng, ci nhir mudn reo
lén, Cuwong nghe mwong lwgng c6 ti€ng ai reo xa xa,
Khong phéi, ti€ng ngay clia chit Tam ddy thoi. Chu ngu
say that. Méi didu hom, ma hai 18 miii di kéo gé kho
klio. Nhung chiic 14 chd ngh som d& dém cha di cong
viéc cha chu, Sdng hom no Cuwéng thire ddy, nhé mang
mang la trong gidc ngu, c6 lic Cudng xodi tay sang
bén canh, khong thly dung vao ngudi cha. Khong biét
co ding th& khong, hay chi 12 minh ndm mo, tudng
twong ra. Lai c6 mot sdng tinh mo, Cuong chol thire
gific viing ngay ddy, qua nhién khong thiy chu dau ca.
Chu di dau? Cwong vot ra ngudng ctra, thi da thiy cha
Tam ddy tir ldc nao rdi, dang ngdi gilra sén bugc lai
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chiac b Caong hade dion gan choy, Tim ve than mil
om var eha, apomnt e dan cha il Vad cho
ciront. Tae ehi ciing vay, dm o lanh, Nhit dinh cho
Qi dan ve, Cuong dodn gin doan non nhar vhy.,

Cuong phai giap eht mot tay, Gha b Vigt minh, cho
lam vice danh Tay, khong 1& Cwong div biet vhy mh cir
khoanh tay d¢ mie ke cha, Cuong nhiim mol Hie ho ma
di vimg, lan la dén canh chu.

— Chu Tam, chi do toi di.

Cha Tam ngac nhién:

— Do-cdi chi?

— D& chi ciing dwoc. Caichi & day 10i ciing bigt hét. -
Chi dd trong don c6 nhitng cdi chi t6i noi cho ma
nghe.

— Noi phach! Cuong vao lrong don khi ndo ma
hi¢t dwoe. |

— Don Tay déng tromg miéu, toi con la gi. Dao Tay
chwa dén dong don, tui téi vao miéu choi luon.

Cha Tam bat cudi: .

— U thi d8 Cwdng trong miu c6 nhitng cai chi?

Cuong ké:

—0 gitta 1a cdi han tho nq) trwoe ban tho co cai
bé chon hai ¢dt ong khai canh. Hai bén co hai con voi
quy cao ngang ddu toi nay.. .

Qué nhién, chi Tam c6 vé bit dau chiim cha nghe.
Cuong ngfic mit 1én mai nha, ¢d nho thém. Nho dén
dan Cuwong ké dén dily. Chu Tam ling tai, r,al gdt dau.
Hinh nhw chu ciing di co biét cai miéu nay voi, bay gio
nghe Cuong k& chi dang dem so voi nhitng di€u trong
oc xem ¢6 ding (h€ khong, Cha hoi Cudng:

— Tuwong midu co ddy khong?

— Day liim, day th€ nay nay.
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Cwong dang rong hai tay lam cii. Nhung sw that
thi trong bung Cuwong cling khong chic lam, vi nhirng
lin vao miéu, Cwong dau co d& y twong 'dz‘xy hay mdng.
Cuong hoi hoi hop, chi sg chi laigbao la minh noidoc.
Cwong lién thu hep cii tay lai mot chat, réi mol
chut nura.

Chia Tam tam tim cuwoi. Clr(mg s¢ chi khong tin minh
nira, voi tiép: :

— Cha hdi ngodi sin miéu cé cai gi, t6i cling noi
duoec.

_ Nhung chot Cirong llmy bong bo di vao cong. Cuong
lién bi 10 ;

— Ma (hoi, d& bita khac. Téi di bim rau lon cai da.

Cuong vira noi vira dirng ngay day, di ra sau vuon,
May qua, Cwong vira kip trong thdly bo vé ma ngirng
ngay cau chuyén, gilt dugc bi mat cho cha Tam,

Tuy nhién bung Cudng van chwa dwoc théa. Curong
chwa gitp duwoc gi nhiéu cho chi Tam. Néu nhu quﬁ
that chi dinh dwa ngwdi vé danh don, thi diéu chui cin
biét la trong .don hién nay c6 bao nhiéu sung, ham
h$ ra sao. Chir con trong miu ¢6 voi, c6 ban tho, thi
midu nao ma ching nhw midu nao.

Nhung chuyén trong don thi Cwong chiu. Cha, bay
gior . woe chi Cuong co phép, bi€n thanh con chim sé
hay con rudi con mudi ciing duwge, .bay thiing vao don.
Cuing sé xem xét k§ cang tirng ngoc tirng ngach, roi
bay trd vé, hoa lai thanh nguoi, mach hét cho cha Tam
biét. ’ ,

A ma (hoi, khéng ciin. Trong ddn di c6 bac Hao roi.
Hom no bac chfing trao ban d6 cho chu Tam diy la
gi? Minh maéch cho cha nhirng chuyén trong lang thi
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hhe el thich hom, U by 1t (et imaeh hasén linh
don ho ditap bin, dictuang xem co grap thim direre gl
cho ehi av Khong.

Sang hom san Guang day that sam ra hii ¢t ed. Mn
Cuang lai co din bl mot {tla moce dé 1ot chudng triu,
The 1a Cuong co dip chay nhong nhong tir bii lén
dén cdn, cip gio den nhimg cir thoiin thodl, thoin
thofit. Ngay trua hom @y Cuwdng bao cho chia duge
mot lin:

— Chu a, sing nay 10i ra bii, thily ¢6 mot toan linh
kéo di dong lim, k

Chu Tam hoi:

— Kéo di ddu? ‘ _

— Ho di men doc bt song, trd vé don chu a.

Vé. miit chu Tam vin than nhién, khéng co gi ddi
khac. Chiic 1a chu ciing bil rdi. Cwong tidp: '

— Toi hoi anh Lang, danh dy & cai. léu vit ngodi bii
chu bigt khong? Anh Lang bao 1a linh ho kéo ra do tir

hom qua, lic chap choang. Ho n#p rinh Viét minh phai.

khong ‘cha?

Cwrong budt miéng hoi the réi hii ngay. Cuong s¢ chu
cho 14 minh bép xép. Minh ma bép xép thi clni khong
hoi han tréo chuyén voi minh nira dau. Cuwdng voi
mach thém: . ‘

— Lai ¢6 mél toan nira, tir bén c¢dn Noi kéo vé.

Chu Tam lién quay lai, nhin Cwdng chim chiim:

— That khong? Cuong thily that a?

Bung Cwing héi hop 1én. Curdrng voi dap ¢

— Toi thily ho di ngang qua Ciu dd.

Roi Cuwdng ta thém, d¢ chnrng 160 qua that minh ¢
th#y tan miit
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- C& mot thilng cha Aol tay den cno to den sl, mang
khau sing may di diiu. Dén chd Chu di, thily ho dirng
dirng lai chi trd mot lat roi lai di.

Nhung chi Tam hinh nhu khong chit y nghe nira,
Cha dapg nght chuyén gi, 16ng may nhiu lai. Dot nhién,
ching noi chding riing, chi ho di dau khong biZt.

Curdong vira lo lo, vira thich. Cudng lo ling ho cha vi,
chiic 1a tinh hinh moi co cz’u gi kho khin, lam cho chu
phai suy nghi. Nhung ciing lai thich, vi nhw th€ la
Cuong di bao cho cha bi€t tin kip thoi. '

Luc chu Tam trd vé, Cuong thily vé mit chu da twoi
vui trdr lai. Cha mim cwoi voi Cuweong. Cudng thiy trong
con ‘miit chi nhin minh c6 modt vé gi la la, nhuw khen
ngoi, nhuw triu mé&n. 4

Cuwdng swong qua, Cuong vot ba bu‘(’rc ra cua. Bo
Cuong quat: 1

— Cai thiing nay! Gi ma may ci nhay nhuw choi choi.

Nhung Cwong di bi€n.mdt: Cwong di do thém tinh
hinh cho chi Tam. Cwong lai co y dinh ra ca thing
Khoang cing di. C8 nhién l1a Cudng s&€ khong de 16 bi
mit cia chit Tam cho thing Khoang bi&t, Chi cot co no
di d& thém mit thém tai thoi, -

Nhung, dén chiéu (r& vé, Cwong bi chung hirng. Ma
Cudng bdo voi Cwong.la chi Tam tré vé lang roi.
Nghe néi c6 ngudi sang nh?m l1a bo chi 8m nding.

Cuwong voi hoi: _

— Roi chu fy co trd lai day nira khong?

— Chu 4y v& luén, Bo may néi di tinh cong tra cho
cha dy roi. Viée dong ciing da ngoi ngoi, bo may lflm
Iy ciling duoc.

Cuong thin mit ra, Té ra. chu Hy khong phai Viél

minh! Cuong nhw cdi bong bong xi hoi, xep hiin xudng,

Bita com chién héom Ay, L}t(mg bo khéng in, kéu
dau bung, Ro6i Cudng di nga sém,
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Nhng ndo o nga duoe, Bung Gudang tim tiee ol
cach cho Tam da danh Tea minh, Co lae lo me shp
i, Cuong it gide quo tay xem c6 chi Tam khong
Tay quo b h\n;, lam Cudng tinh hin day. Thi 1a mht
Cwong lai mo chong chong. Bay gio dém di khuya,
aghe im dng. Chi ¢6 thinh thodng ti&ng md 18c cbe tir
phia dn vong lai. Ting md nghe xa, nhuwng moi tiéng
eir nhwr go vao nio Cuong.

Cudi cung Cudng ngu thi€p di. Cwdng ndm mo thiy
chi Tam buwoc vao. Cuong vo 18y chu, kéu 1én:

— Th& ma t6i cur twdng.,. ‘

Nhung chu di ndm tay Cwong 16i di:

- — Mau lén! Bi theo minh!

— Di dau cha?

— DBi danh don, / v

The la Cuong nhay cang lén, - chay theo chu Tay
Cudng cdm lim 1&m mot cai liém, khong biét vo dwge
tir bao gio. Hai chu chéu chay phéong nhu bay qua vong
gac ngoai ctra lang. Mot bac linh chin lai héi gidy. Chu
dap bac linh ngd ldn, cudp 14y sing roi lai chay thing
vé phia don.

« Poang! Doang!» No sing roi! Cuwong swong qui
kéu lén, va giat minh tinh day. .

Oi chao, thi ra chi la chiém bao.

- Cwong nhwong mi, mé mit nhin nhw ¢8 tim lai
hinh Anh vira thodng (ua, Nlurng, chi thily t8i den nhu
muec, Ctr(mg nhim mit dinh ng lai, thi bong « Doang |

. Doang! »

Cuong ngdi nhom day, Cudng twong minh nim me
lai, nhung khong phai. RS rang co tiéng lién thanh nd
tic tic phia xa. ROi co tléng chan chay thinh thich

ngoai dudng.-

-
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Cirdng nhay phde xudng giwong, chay vul ra. Gé
Mot bong ngwdi dirng gitta san, Cueong chay viat qua
canh cai bong,

— Cudngl Chay di dau dily?

Ting ma goi. Nhwng Cuwdng dii ra d&€n ngoai dwong,
cim diin chay thfing vé phia cdng lang. Bong ciip do
nhing lén déu dan vao nhau tiu tit, tiu tit.

Cwong thiy mat dém nguoi di dirng 13 nhd & d‘iy
Ho khao nhau: « Viét minh danh dénl»

Nhin v& phia d6n, Cwong thy nhing ddm lka loe
mol cai roi tit, 1oe mot cai roi tit. Tiéng sung day lén
cang luc cang manh. «Bung doang... tic bop... tic tic
tic... » da cac thir sing. Khé ma phan bié¢t duwoc ti€ng
sting nao cia Viét minh, ti€ng sing ndo cia don Tay.

Diam ba vién dan lac bay vé phia cdng lang, rit veo
veo, vé nhitng lin Ira do xoet ngang ngon cly. Co
nguoi so, ndim choai xudng. Nhung Cwong khong so.
Nghe moi ngudi khdo+ « Viét minh danh don!» Cwong =
ciing xen vio: «Ta dfy mal Quan bén ta danh diy!»

Pam nguoi tu tap cang lac cang dong. Cuwong bo chd
d6, chay ra phia bdi tha ma, d& nhin cho gin hon.
Nbirng lin 1va do sa th#ip. Cuong cii lom khom ma
chay. .« Ding doang... tic tiic,» moi ti€ng sung lai doi
ran trong ngwe Cwong, cir nhu 1a ti€ng phao.

Cuwong vira toi bai tha ma, chot thay phia dén, mot
ngon l&ra 1&n bung 1én, soi 16e mot mdng twong tring
hong. Ngon lira rut xudng nhw mudn tit, nhung lién
ngay do lai bung cao hon, loang réng ra. In hiin lén
anh lira vang va do6 ruec la nhirng hang rao, nhirng bong
nguoi den chay “qua chay lai. «Ta ddt dén réil»
Cwong vut nghi dén bic Hio. Phai c6 ngudi tay trong
moi lam duge nhanh gon dén thé. « Ta ddt chay don
roil» Ti€ng kéu ddéc thing Xy reo vang trong bung
Cudng.
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P hoe ngun npate Tang edt khal den o mu Lo,
Coong thay o nhimg bong wgaedd tae phin don chny v
phia hat tha ma, Ho chay kKhong nhanh, |||l||l nhir ¢
cai i lieh Kich vieomg vin, A thi ra ho khadn sung dan,
Den bai tha ma, ho v quiit, chay vé phin hir song,
Chot Cuong nhan ra mot dang nguol nho nho, quen
quen.

— Chua Tam! o

Pung chi Tam roil Chu vée trén vai dén bay tam
khiu sing (rwdng. Chi phai khuynh ca hai lay om dé.
Cha vira vac vira chay. Khong bigt chi co nghe tiéng
Cuwong goi khong. Hinh nhw chi c6 ngoai mit lai.
Cwdng nhdm dit dinh chay ra, dé cho chu trong hiy
Cwong va d& xin vac d cho chu vai khiu. Nhung chu
da chay di mét roi. Moi lai Cwong ciing khong mudn |
xen vao cong vige cua céac chu. ' .

Cwong quy chom -hém canh ndm ma, nhin nhiing
bong ngudi chay qua. Cwdng vo vo bo téc hui ngén,
Roi Cwong gii gii didu: do 1a bao hiéu Cuwong khoai
chi lam, '

Boan ngwoi did rat hét. Phia don, lwa chi con chay
lem nhem. Cuong chay tro vé phia lang. Cuong su)t
hic phai mily bong ngudi tir cong lang di ra,

Tiéng quat:

— Ai?
Cudng giat minh voi dap:
— Toi day! -

Hai bong nguwoi ghé nhin vao tan miit Cwong. Cudng
ciing ¢d nhin ho nh‘.mg khong nhan ra ai. Chic ngwoi
noi khac dé€n. M8i nguoi cim mot khiu sing luc. Mot
nguoi gio ban tay ciim sting, &y manh vai Cwong mot
cdi nhuw cich béo thoi cho di. Roi_ngwoi 8y quay lai, .
khé quat :
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Eud

= Chay man!
By gio Cwong méi nhan ra ¢6 mot bong ngirdgi thir
ba, di giira hai nguoi kia va that lai sau mot chut,

\;,um nay hai lay bi troi quiit ra sau. Ding di tat (a,
gin nlr nhay nhot, trong hoi budn cuwdi. Diang ai ma

llung quen quia. Thoi ding roil Ong Ca! Ong (.d bi
Viet minh biit di 1 Cho dang kiép !

Chol c6 mot cii gi nhoi 1gn trong ngue Cuong. Cuong
ught dén bo. Bo minh bay gio ¢ dau? Hay la... hay la...
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Cuong kKhong nhi thém nnu. ha chin hiin ching chay
e nhie Ve den nha ity eiea dong kine Nhrng e6
anh déngvang lot qua khe cira. Guedng dinh goi cira,
nhung ln thoi, Cwong nhu danh hoi thity ¢6 mol cii
gi 1a la, khiae thuong. Cuwong cOo cam giac trong nhi
dan;, ¢o nguoi la, ma lai la nhiéu nguoi, (uung bén di
vong quanh nha, lin vao bep, réi qua cira bcp di lén,
Qua nhién Cudng nhin thdy ba bong nguoi ngoi 18 nhd
trén phiin, quanh ngon dén dduhéalo mo vang kheé. Cuong
l\hong thily bo ddu. Sau Cwong moi nhan ra ho, vi bo
ngoi trén mot cai gh€ don rit thip. Mot tay bo gac lén
diu gbi, tay kia chdng cim. Mat bo hién vé lo l.mg
Khong khi trong nha c6 mot cai gi trdm trdam niing né,
Thiy Cwong vao, mily ngudi-la miit déu quay nhin. Bo
Cwong cilt ti€ng noi khe khé:

— Con toi day. :
| Phia chdng con co-ai ngoi nira, ma bi bong mot nguoi
| la mit ngoi trén phan che lap, chi thily mot cuc den.
'\ Nban lic nguoi ngdi trén phan nhic minh, mot chut
anh dén chifu vio nguoi ngdi & chong, Cwong méi
| nhan ra la ma minh. '

F Mot trong ba-nguoi ngoi & phan bong cit tiéng:
% — Lam thé nao bay gio'? Ta phai glal quyet nhanh di,
kéo troi sdp sang roi ddy.
Bo Cwong ngéc mit noi:

| — Chi con c6 cach Ay théi. Téi thdy nhiéu nha di xuc
~  ruc don dd dac ra vwon ra ao, Ho so' sang mai Tay vé
khiing h3. Ho lo lim.

Bo noéi thém : .

— Ma chic thé nao mai Tay noé cling kéo vé that,

Ngu'('yi ngoi trén phan noi:

— Dong y 1a phai cho.ngudi'lén don che huyén bao.
Nhung ai di bay gio?

T ——— ‘-}'—m__ ‘.‘

)
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Clm L mot ehat, voi bo Cudng noi, dit khoat vi
ranh rot:

-~ Toi di cho.

Ticng ma Cwedng bong bat 1én, s¢ hiii :

—~ Khong dwge, 6ng khong di dwoge dau. Théng Tay
don cho huyén ac lam, no lai ¢6 mau dién. Dirng co dm

vao hang ma tréu cop.

Bo Cuong quay lai phia ma. Cuéong nghe bo noi, giong
i danh 1én, ranh rot kién quy@t la lang, mai ti€ng ci
nhu ‘déi-vang trong ngwe Cudng : ‘

— Cop dit, phai tim dén tan hang ma chiin no. Khong
lén bao thi no kéo vé lam cd cA lang nay m#t. DE toi
ri thém ong Pam cang di. Ong #y gia lio, rau toc bac
sta, nd co né hon. .

Mily ngwoi ngéi trén phan gat gu:

— Phai diy. Phai ddy.

Bo Cudong chdng- goi dung day. Cucmg chay x0 toi

nim tay bo :

— Bo! bo! Bo lén 16 Tay bét giam thi 5209

Bo cwoi, trong anh dén mo bo rau bo rung rung. Bo

noi voi Cwong, ma hinh nhuw noéi voi ca ma:
.- Khong can chi diu. Bo lén gia cach khai.la Viét
- minh kéo vé Uay, mét toan danh don Mleu, con mat
loian vao lang, bit ong Ca, dinh bat cd bg. Bo chay
thoat lén, b4o d6n. Khai th& thi n6 khong lam gi dwoec
lang minly’ dau, no l(hong c6 co gi bat toi dwge minh lé
dd dua Viét minh vé danh don.

A, Cwong hiBu ra roi, Té ra bo ciing lam cho Vigt
minh! Thé ma lau nay...

Mot y nghi bdng sdng 16e trong diu Cwong. Ding roi!
Khong phai bo dya th& ong Ca dau. Bo gid cach chiim
biip voi ong d& xin dam'rudng. anh Mio, rdi dwa cha
Tam v& lam dé do xét tinh hinh d6n Midu.

\
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Cuong chic muoi muoi 1a- nhw vay, Nhung khong
hicu sao Cwdng van con ngai ngai, so so. Cuong
khong dam hoi thing bo diu do. Cudng lai hoi chéch
sang mol chuyén khac:

— Bo nay, hom fiy ho noi to 1 dé hao cho chu Tam
biél c6 phai khong ?

Bo Cudng ngac nhién hoi lai:

= Hom ndo? Ma noi to cai gi?

— Hom chi Tam ngoi trong nha noi chuyén voi bac
Hdo, bo thdly ong Ca di qua, bo moi ong Ca vao choi
ay ma.

Bo ngdm nght, ¢d nhé. Roi ho bat cwoi méing Cuong:

— Cai théing nay | Liéu gilt cAi monr! Dirng c6 bép
xép ma chét. Thoi, bo di kéo siip sing roi.

Cuong sung swong no gan n¢ rudt. Nguwe nhu co
mot cai gi cit mudn trao ra. Cuong thuwong bo vo cling,
Lau nay Cuong e nghi lam vé bo, that l1a bdy. Xom
giéng ciing co6 nhitng ngwoi nghi oan cho ho, ma bo
khong dam noi that ra, danh chiu mang tai mang ti€ng,
Chao 6i, Cwdng mén bo qua, quy trong bo qua! .

Dot nhién Cuong nght dén thing Khoang. Cuwong phai
di tim gip n6 moi dwoc. Cwong khong gidn no niva roi.

Chao 6i, ving n6 c6 miy hom ma Cudng thily nho qua

di. Khoang oi, cho may lam b¢ lam tich, tao khong

ghét may ddu. May c6 anh di Vi¢t minh ma lai. Nhwng -

chuyén nay gip thing Khoang, th& niao Cwong ciing
phdi thui cho n6 miy thui that dau, réi moi khoe

. chuyén cia Cuong. Khodng oil-Bo tao lam cho Viét
- minh! Khoang oi! Bo tao dwa Vi¢t minh vé danh don!

Nhung Cwong nghi ngay dén mot chuyén: phai noi
cach nao cho né hiéu ma lai khong 10 bi mat cia bo
chir. U, minh khong dwge bép xép. Bép xép thi nguy
cho bo, ma hai ca cong vi¢c chung.

.
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Bo Cudmg dily cira, brrge ra sin, Miy ngudi la miil
lién theo ra, quiin quyt bén canh bo. Mot nguoi
khé noi:

— Thoi dong chi di. Bdi dap cho vitng, thi né khong
lam chi dwge minh dau, Tui toi lin twong & dong chil

Cuong khong hidu «dong chi» l1a thé ndo. Nhung
Cuong thily giong ngudi noi co vé triu mén la,

Tigng ma Clrb'ng thi thao ¢t 1én, nghe run run:

— Ong di cho dwoc binh yén, ri v& sém som, cho
ma con t0i mirng. |

Bo khé cwoi 1én, an i

— Khong viéce chi dau! Khong viéc chi dau!

Bo di ra cdng. Cwong nhin theo bong bo chudi i 1ir
sau bo rio dam but thdp. Trong long Cudng nén nao
lén hao nhiéu thir, vira lo ling; vira m&n thuong, vira
kiéu hiinh. Bong bo di lin vio bong t8i, nhung Cuong
vin trwong mit, ¢§ nhin, ¢8 nhin theo...
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Code, con bae M, nha & gin don djeh. .
Codmg thiv b thuong hay edy cye dén gip
ang Gy mot tén haong 1y lam cho Phap, thi . _)
et ¥ bire minh, Bae Ma& thué duge mt ngudn -
lim rudng tén la chi Tam, d@ lam mgt dam
radng di bo hoang canh don. Cudng thudng ®
hay theo chii Tam lén d6 choi. Mot budi, ¢
nha, Cudng thiy mgt bie linh nguy vdo dwa
cho ehi Tam mgt bire thu nhé chi giri vé nha
cho vg. Cudng thily thai d9 hai ngudi cé khdc
thuong nén dodn cha Tam 1a Vigt Minh vangudi |
kia ld «tay trong» & trong hing ngi djch dé cho \
tin tire. Sau do, chi Tiam wré vé nha chi...

Mot dém, Cudng nghe tiéng sing nd, biét la
Viét Minh danh don. Cudng chay ra xem, thdy
bo dgi da bit ong Ca, va thiy cé bong ngudi ‘
ndo chay qua gidng nhue chi Tam. Cudng lai " |
tré v& nha, thily c¢6 nhi¢u anh cin by dang néi . '
chuyén voi bd: b xung phong lén huyén gia ‘ ’
bdo cédo véi dich la vira roi, ¢6 Viét Minh vé e
danh don da baL mat ong Ca — d¢ gije khoi vé
ling khing bd dong bio. Cudng mimg qud, vi 5 'K
di hidu bd: bo khong phdi la nguoi lam tay sai |

cho djch nhu minh did twdng truée diy... ! 4y
5
e e e e
i |
!
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